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Ann and I join together today to extend our support to every 
Florida family who has endured the fear and uncertainty of 
having a missing child. We offer prayers for peace, comfort 
and hope for all families, especially those attending today’s 
ceremony.

Each missing child reminds us we must be diligent to do all we 
can every day to safeguard the well-being of the young people 
of our state. We thank our law enforcement agencies and the 
many volunteers who work tirelessly to bring missing children  
safely home.

Rick Scott Ann Scott
Governor First Lady



Vocals – Michael and Patricia Rutherford

Welcome
Commissioner Gerald M. Bailey

Florida Department of Law Enforcement

Moment of Silence

Presentation of Colors
Soloist – Sergeant Stephen Vaughn

Tallahassee Police Department

Keynote Speech
Governor Rick Scott

Presentation of Awards

Time of Remembrance
Vocals – Society Kids

Closing Remarks and 
Prelude to the Child Safety Presentation

Commissioner Gerald M. Bailey

Musical Selection
Bagpiper –Lieutenant Joe Ashcraft

Tallahassee Fire Department

Musical Selection



2011 FLORIDA MISSING CHILDREN'S DAY
AWARDS AND SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS

2011 John and Reve` Walsh Award
Representative William Snyder

2011 Commissioner's Award
Mr. Richard Homer

Clear Channel Outdoor
Tampa Bay, FL

2011 Evelyn Williams Memorial Award
Ms. Barbara”Bobbie” Conklin

West Palm Beach, FL

2011 Statewide Essay Contest Winner
Fifth Grade Student

Van R. Butler Elementary School

2011 Department of Justice National Poster Contest
Fifth Grade Student

Highlands Elementary School

2011 Local Law Enforcement Officer of the Year
Detective Carlos Hernandez

Casselberry Police Department

2011 State Law Enforcement Officer of the Year
Trooper William Cain

Florida Highway Patrol

2011 Law Enforcement Task Force/Team of the Year
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Homicide Unit

2011 Citizen of the Year
Mr. Robert Biggs

Nashville, TN

2011 School Bus Operator of the Year
Ms. Kandi L. Burnham

Hillsborough County District Schools

2011 Jimmy Ryce Trailing Team of the Year
Deputy Charles “CJ” Russell and K-9 Diego

Deputy Stephen Baggett
Lieutenant Dan Cone

Deputy Benjamin Kirkpatrick
Deputy Terry Roberts

Sergeant Bob Wilkinson
Polk County Sheriff’s Office
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MISSING ENDANGERED PERSONS

 INFORMATION CLEARINGHOUSE

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

Don Ryce
Father of Jimmy Ryce

Chairperson

Charlotte Brand Audie
Florida Outdoor Advertising Association

Shelley Campbell
Mother of Wendy Hudakoc

Steve Casey
Florida Sheriff's Association

Sheriff Donald F. Eslinger
Seminole County Sheriff's Office

Chief Anthony Halloway
Clearwater Police Department

Ms. Jean Hovey
Florida PTA State Office

Nancy McBride
National Center for 

Missing and Exploited Children

James R. Meeks, III
Florida Association of 

School Resource Officers

Karen B. Miller
Florida Network of 

Youth and Family Services

Senator William “Bill” J. Montford
Florida Association of 

District School Superintendents

John and Peggy Pita
Retired Law Enforcement

Sheriff Susan Benton
Highlands County Sheriff’s Office
Vice-Chairperson

Hilary Sessions
Mother of Tiffany Sessions

Susan Smith
Governor’s Office

Electra Theodorides-Bustle
Southern Strategies Group

Michael Vasilinda
Michael Vasilinda Productions

Craig Weidele
Universal Studios

AD HOC MEMBERS

Attorney General Pam Bondi
Office of the Attorney General

Executive Director Julie L. Jones
Department of Highway Safety 
and Motor Vehicles

Commissioner Gerard Robinson
Department of Education

Director Donna M. Uzzell
Department of Law Enforcement

Secretary Wansley Walters
Department of Juvenile Justice

Secretary David Wilkins
Department of Children & Families



The Missing  Information 
Clearinghouse wishes to recognize the following 

sponsors:

Endangered Persons

LAW ENFORCEMENT SPONSORS

Alachua County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Sadie Darnell
Bay County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Frank McKeithen

Brevard County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff J.R. “Jack” Parker
Clay County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Rick Beseler

Clearwater Police Department, Chief Anthony Holloway
Collier County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Kevin J. Rambosk
Columbia County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Mark Hunter

Florida Highway Patrol Advisory Council, Steven L. Barnett, President
Fort Myers Police Department, Chief Douglas E. Baker
Highlands County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Susan Benton

Holly Hill Police Department, Chief Mark D. Barker
Indian River County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Deryl Loar

Lake County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Gary S. Borders
Lake Hamilton Police Department, Chief Edward Freeman

Lee County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Michael Scott
Leon County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Larry Campbell
Longwood Police Department, Chief Troy K. Hickson

Manatee County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff W. Brad Steube
Martin County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Robert L. Crowder

Melbourne Police Department, Chief Steve Mimbs
Monroe County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Robert P. Peryam
Orange County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Jerry L. Demings

Orlando Police Department, Chief Paul Rooney
Pasco County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Chris Nocco
Pinellas County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Jim Coats

St. Lucie County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Ken J. Mascara
Sarasota County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Thomas M. Knight
Satellite Beach Police Department, Chief Jeff M. Pearson

Seminole County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Donald F. Eslinger
Tallahassee Police Department, Chief Dennis M. Jones

Titusville Police Department, Chief Anthony C. Bollinger
Vero Beach Police Department, Chief Donald Dappen
Volusia County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Ben Johnson

,



Business/Corporate/Individual 
Sponsors 

Gold Level ($1,000)
Appriss, Inc.

Elena Melius Foundation
MorphoTrak

Tallahassee Community College's 
Florida Public Safety Institute

Walt Disney World Resort

Silver Level ($500)
Star and Shield Insurance Exchange

Bronze Level ($250)
Bustle Family
Carol Ferry

City of Tallahassee
Corrections Foundation, Inc.
Florida Association for Pupil 

Transportation (FAPT)
Florida Network of Youth and Family 

Services, Inc.
Florida Police Benevolent Association

Hancock Bank
Publix Super Markets

Other Donations
Colonel Gregory and Dania Billman

J & P Cycles
Kesse Family 

(www.findjenniferkesse.com)
Lionel and Madeline Cote
Michelle and Lloyd French

Renaissance Resort at World Golf 
Village

NON-LAW ENFORCEMENT SPONSORS

 In-Kind Contribution Sponsors

Big Bend Victims Assistance 
Coalition

Blue Bell Ice Cream
CBS Outdoor

Clear Channel Outdoor
Danna Mazza, Webmaster 

(www.someoneismissing.com)
Dunedin Blue Jays

Florida Association of School 
Resource Officers

Florida Department of Corrections
Florida Department of Education

Florida Department of Management 
Services

Florida Network of Victim Witness 
Services, Inc.

Florida Outdoor Advertising 
Association

Heather Mitchell, Event Planner
Jacksonville Jaguars

Lamar Outdoor Advertising
Leon County Schools

Miami Dolphins
Shelter Alliance

Society Kids
Tampa Bay Rays

Tallahassee Fire Department
The Florida Channel

Thomas Howell Ferguson
Universal Studios



FLORIDA MISSING CHILDREN'S DAY COMMITTEE

Hilary Sessions – Co-Chairperson
Patricia Rutherford – Co-Chairperson

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 
MISSING ENDANGERED PERSONS 
INFORMATION CLEARINGHOUSE

Ms. Amy Bogner
Mr. Charlie Hood

Ms. Deborah Johnson
Mr. Jamie Meeks

Ms. Karen B. Miller
Mr. John Pitta

Donna Uzzell – Director
Carol Frederick – Special Agent Supervisor

Terry Thomas – Inspector
Gwen Johnson – Senior Management Analyst Supervisor
Jessica Davenport - Statewide AMBER Alert Coordinator

Danielle Alala
Jennifer Amison

Pam Courtemanche
Scott Granger

Jan Henderson
Deborah Johnson

Tommy Jones

Katie Krivoshein
Millie Marchiano

Robert McNeal
Debbie Payne

David Raymond
Patricia Rutherford

Peter Warren

Ms. Peggy Pitta
Mr. Michael Vasilinda
Ms. Elizabeth Watts
Mr. Craig Weidele

Captain Mark Welch

FLORIDA MISSING CHILDREN'S DAY FOUNDATION

President Amy Bogner
Vice President Ellen Tatich

Secretary Erin Tueche
Treasurer Electra Theodorides-Bustle

Hilary Sessions
Carol Ferry
Joe Martinez

John Pita
Peggy Pita

Elizabeth Watts



To report a child or endangered adult as missing, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, then call the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement Missing Endangered Persons Information Clearinghouse  

toll free at 1-888-FL-MISSING (356-4774).

If you would like to receive AMBER and Missing Child Alerts, you may 
register your e-mail address and/or cell phone number at 

www.missingchildrenalert.com.

STAY IN THE KNOW!
The Florida Offender Alert System sends e-mail alerts when a registered 

sex offender moves into your neighborhood!  SIGN UP AT:
http://www.floridaoffenderalert.com/ 
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